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What did the 
Supreme Court 

decide in Hernandez 
v. Texas (1954)?



Excerpt from the unanimous opinion

“Circumstances or chance may well dictate that 
no persons in a certain class will serve on a 
particular jury or during some particular period. 
But it taxes our credulity to say that mere 
chance resulted in their being no members of 
this class among the over six thousand jurors 
called in the past 25 years. The result 
bespeaks discrimination, whether or not it was 
a conscious decision on the part of any 
individual jury commissioner. The judgment of 
conviction must be reversed.”

Chief Justice Earl Warren
Courtesy of the Collection of the Supreme Court of the United States



Outcomes for Today
Participants will… 

● Understand how Hernandez v. 
Texas (1954) moved through the 
court system 

● Explore strategies to build a 
lesson plan around the life story 
of Gus Garcia and case summary 
for Hernandez v. Texas 

● Examine primary sources to pair 
with the life story and case 
summary 

Caetano “Joe” Espinosa, shot and killed by Pedro “Pete” Hernandez on 
August 4, 1951. Image Credit: PBS. 









Historical 
Context: 

How did we 
get here?



Examine the 
map. 

● Observe: What 
do you notice? 

● Question? 
What do you 
wonder? 

Scan to view this 
source on 
DocsTeach.

Map of the United States Showing the Acquisition of National and Public Domain West of the Mississippi River through Cession from Foreign Nations; ca 1853. 
https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/map-of-the-united-states-showing-the-acquisition-of-land 

https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/map-of-the-united-states-showing-the-acquisition-of-land


Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo 
(1848)

Overnight, thousands of Mexican citizens 
lived in an area now controlled by the 
United States. 

Over 100,000 Mexicans living in the 
territory became naturalized citizens of 
the United States. They were legally 
classified as “white.”



Scan to view this 
image on your 
device.

● White terrorists 
lynched 578 
Mexican Americans 
across Texas, 
California, New 
Mexico, & Arizona 
(1880-1930)

● De facto 
segregation 
practices 

Image accessed via Library of Congress

Regardless of status as white citizens, Mexican Americans 
were targets of racial violence and discrimination. 



View the image below.

Scan to view this 
image on your 
device.

1. What type of 
object is this? 

2. Who created 
it? 

3. What is the 
purpose of 
this object? 

Image accessed via Library of Congress



World War II
“The integration of Mexican 
Americans in the military 
and Home Front  
associations carried into 
post-war demands for 
equality.”

“Learning from the War: Mexican Americans and 
Their Fight for Equality after World War II,” 

National WWII Museum.

Scan to view this 
source on 

DocsTeach.

● 400,000 
Mexican-American 
men served in the 
U.S. military

● Growing number of 
Mexican-American 
civil rights 
organization 
emerged after the 
war



This background 
information is in 
the case summary 
of Hernandez v. 
Texas.



Student Objective

Students will analyze arguments about the impacts of Hernandez v. Texas 
in order to create a proposal for a docuseries about the case. 

Essential Question: How did the Supreme Court’s decision in Hernandez v. 
Texas impact racial equality for Mexican Americans? 

Based on AP US History Key Concept 8.2.I.B.i: The three branches of the federal government used measures 
including desegregation of the armed services and Brown v. Board of Education (1954) to promote greater racial 
equality.

Texas Knowledge and Essential Skills for Social Studies, High School U.S. History: 20.A: The student understands 
the impact of constitutional issues on American society. The student is expected to analyze the effects of 
landmark U.S. Supreme Court decisions, including Hernandez v. Texas.





Read the life story 
and case summary.



Excerpt from the unanimous 
opinion

The nine justices that decided Hernandez v. Texas. Photo credit: Collection of the 
Supreme Court of the United States



Analyzing Arguments

Focus on the essential question: 

How did the Supreme Court’s 
decision in Hernandez v. Texas 

impact racial equality for 
Mexican Americans? 

Document A: Gabriel Valle. “A Hero Forgotten: Gus 
Garcia and the Litigation of Hernandez v. Texas (1954).” 
Journal of Supreme Court History 48 (2023). 

Document B: “Remembering Hernandez v. Texas (State 
Bar of Texas Annual Meeting 2024).” State Bar of Texas 
Podcast. July 1, 2024. 

https://muse.jhu.edu/article/897346
https://muse.jhu.edu/article/897346
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