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Constitutional Questions:
e What is a public forum?
e Was Spectrum a public forum?

Certain public places, such as streets,
these, the government’s authority to
government can create pub

Students’ Arguments

» Spectrum was a public forum

» Spectrum had previously published
policy statements protecting the rights
of student journalists

. Similar topics were published in previous
issues of the newspaper

» Publication of those topics did not result
in disturbances under previous
administrations

. The privacy of those interviewed was
maintained
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Pressure describes it all

r gy Andrea Callow

Sixteen year old Sue had it
all—good looks, good grades, a
loving family and a cute
boyfriend. She also had a seven
pound baby boy. Each year,
according to Claire Berman
(Readers Digest May 1983),
close to 1.1 million teenager-
s—more than one out of every
ten teenage girls—become
pregnant. In Missouri alone,
8,208 teens under the age of 18,
became pregnant in 1980, ac-
cording to Reproductive Health
Services of St. Louis. That
number was 7,363 in 1981.

Unplanned pregnancies can
no longer be dismissed as
something that only happens to
disadvantaged teen sfrom lower
social-economic groups. In fact,
the highest rise in out-of-
wedlock births has been among
15 to 17 year old whites, ac-
cording to Claire Berman.
Thirty percent of births out-of-
wedlock in Missouri were to
young white mothers and 89
percent were to young mothers
of other races.

Teenage sexuality v.
Other statistics connected with
teenage pregnancy are equally
noteworthy. The rate of teenage
sexual activity in the US. is
alarmingly high. Of every

ween the ages of 13 and 19,
seven million teenage boys and
five million teenage girls are
sexually active, according to a
study done by the Alan Guit-
macher ihstitute, which
According to the national
average, Lleenagers begin
Iiexua] activity at about age 16.

teenager in the country, bef-’

Birth control _. Neriy,
two-thirds of sexually active
teenagers do not use birth
control. If birth control is used,
it is used irregularly. The 62
percent who have never used
birth control run a high risk of
getting pregnant. “I've had
many a girl tell me she gave her
pills to a friend because she
wouldn’t be needing them
herself that week ", says a nurse
who works with pregnant teens
(Readers Digest, May 1983).
““When sex education is offered,
it too often is confined to
diagrams of the uterus and
ovary. A lot of kids have seena
lot of diagrams. What they don’t
know is sex can lead to babies!”’

Even with the availability of
birth control, many teens ex-
periment with sex for months
before using contraceptives.
“It's as if being prepared
makes one immoral,”’ says
Linda Nessel, who is associated
with the Pregnant Teen, Teen
Mother program at New York’s
YMCA, “These girls believe
that if you plan for sex, you're
fast or bad. So it's the ‘good’
girls who get pregnant.”

Although peer pressure plays
a large role in unintended
pregnancies, ignorance seems
to play the largest part. “In
spite of their sexual experience,
these youngsters lack in in-
formation,” says Naomi Ber-
man, who is also associated

ith the YMCA program.
“They don't know such basic
facts about their bodies as when
conception is likely to occur and
thev're afraid to ask guestions
for fear of appearing dumb.”

Mam _ﬂlld dad parents

should discuss sex with their
children, talking  about
emotions as well as actions,
making their children aware of
the parental standing and the
reason for them, according to
Claire Berman.

However, 98 percent of our
countries parents say they feel
uncomfortable and need help in
discussing sex with their own
children, says Planned
Parenthood  Affiliates of
Missouri

Sex-education specialist,
Ruth MacDonald, urges that
parents learn to talk more

ever ten abortions were ob-
tained by teenagers.

A major problem in teenage
abortions is teenagers delay
having their abortions, thereby
increasing risks to health by as
much as 100 percent for every
week delayed, says Planned
Parenthood.

Although most teenagers
choose abortion, says Claire
Berman, there are still three
live births for every five
abortions.

Consequences ces. The
consequences of teenage

TEEN ABORTIONS, 1976-1980

Pregnancy affects many

teenage childbearing is the
interruption of schooling.
Teenage mothers who give birth
before the age of 18 are only half
as likely to graduate from high
school as teens who put off
childbearing until their 20's.
Teenage fathers who are under
the age of 18 at the birth of their
babies are two-fifth as likely to
graduate from high school as
those who aren’t fathers vet.
Teenage pregnancy is
becoming an epidemic. It has
become a major health, social,
and economic problem for this
country. Millions of teens get
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Total

1976 1977 1978 1979

13,869 14,762 1T

785 21,267

Under 15

237 256

250 293

15-17

1,945 2,239 2,

694 3,071

18-19

2,498 2,547 2,988 3,800

comfortably about the subject,
because their children are
surrounded by it. “‘Parents
can't stop kids from listening to
music or watching television,”
she says, “but they have to
realize they are still the most
important force in their
children’s lives—and that they
have to get equal time with the

Obtained from the Missouri Association of Planned Parenthood Affiliates, Inc.

pregnancy are alarming. The
risk of death to babies born of
teenage mothers is nearly two
times greater than the risk to
babies born of women in their
20’s, according to Planned
Parenthood. Teenagers are
more likely to have premature
birth and 23 percent more
gikely to suffer complications

pregnant each year and
millions will in years to come.
Could one of them be you?

Squeal law

by Christine De Hass
The squeal rule was proposed
by the Health and Human
Services Department to help

teens each year

notification to parents within
ten days of the time their
daughter, under 18, received
birth control pills, a diaphragm
or an IUD from a federally-
funded clinic.

Nationwide, the rule would
affect around 5,100 clinies and
over 500,000 minors who receive

prescriptions from these clinies .

each year.

Proponents of the rule have
brought figures into focus
saying that the use of con-
traceptives by teenagers is
dangerous to their health, but
the statistics were obtained
from women over 30 who
smoke.

Planned Parenthood, which
could lose $30 million in federal
subsidies by promising con-
fidentiality to prescribers,
introduced facts which prove
that not the use of con-
traceptives, but being pregnant
itself, is the riskier for teens.
The statistics say that, for
every 100,000 teenagers who
give birth to live babies, ap-
proximately 11 girls die, as told
to Amity Shlaes of ““The New
Republic.”

Ms. Shlaes also pointed out
another factor. “In a family
where the child has already
chosen to have sex without
telling her parents, how will a
letter in the mail announcing
the fact improve family

for today’s teenagers

Proponents say that the rule
would decrease pregnancies if
put into effect. However, ex-
perts say that if the rule was put
into effect, teenage pregnancies
would increase up to 100,000 a
year. For all points, the rule is
out of date in a world where
male contraceptives are
available at the local drug
store.

To the satisfaction of the
rule’s opponents, a federal
judge disallowed the govern-
ment from putting the rule into
effect by issuing a permanent
injunction against it in early
March

Mrs. Barbara Bughman,
nurse at East, would not agree
or disagree with the judge’s
decision. “I can see both sides.
There are cases where it would
be beneficial. I can’t say
whether it's right or wrong. It's
an individual thing.”

Introduction

These stories are the personal
accounts of three Hazelwood
East students who became preg-
nant. All names have been
changed to keep the identity of
these girls a secret.
Terri:

I am five months pregnant
and very excited about having
my baby. My husband is excited
too. We both can’t wait until it's

two months old. 1 plan on
coming back in January when
the second semester begins.

When 1 first found out I was
pregnant, I really was kind of
shocked because I kept thinking
about how [ was going to tell my
parents. I was also real happy. I
just couldn’t believe T was going
to have a baby. When I told Paul
about the situation, he was
really happy. At first I didn’t
think he would be because I
wasn't sure if he really would
want to take on the respon-
sibility of being a father, but he
was very happy. We talked
about the baby and what we
were going lo do and we both
wanted to get married. We had
talked about marriage before,
s0 we were both sure of what we
were doing.

I had no pressures (to have
sex). It was my own decision.
We were going out four or five
months before we had sex. I was
on no kind of birth control pills.
Ireally didn't want to get them,
not just so I could get pregnant.
I don’t think I'd feel right taking
them.

At first my parents were
upset, especially my father, but
now they’re both happy for me.
I don’t have any regrets
because I'm happy about the
baby and I hope everything
works out.

Patti:
I didn’t think it could happen
to me, but I knew [ had to start

other influences. This is a whole
new society.”

Ahoniun l: Between the
Piaie soeaseu LIEPE W3 & 51
percent increase in teenage
abortions, according to Planned
Parenthood. In 1980, three out of

related fo premature births.
Teenagers also have a 39 per- to strengthen the com-
cent greater risk of having a
baby o low bitth weight, o
major cause of infant deaths,
illnesses, and defects.

Another consequence of

prevent teenage pregnancy and

munication bond between
parenis aud e daughiers,
making teenage sexuality a
family matter.

The rule would regquire

relations?””

Proponents argue that a girl
who uses contraceptives and
goes to a clinic is showing

n3. By puitiag
the rule into effect, it would put
girls down for their actions.

BOINg v DE

born.

After the baby is born, which
is in July, we are planning to
move out of his house, when we
save enough money. I am not

school right away (September)
because the baby will only be

making plans for me and my
little one. I think Steven (my
boyfriend ( was more scared
than me. He was away at
cullege and when he caine home
we cried together and then
accepted it.

counling back wo

At first both families were
disappointed, but the third or
fourth month, when the baby
started to kick and move
around, my boyfriend and I felt
like expecting parents and we
were very excited!

My parents really like my
boyfriend. At first we all felt
sort of uncomfortable around
each other. Now my boyfriends
supports our baby totally

g) and my
eally does

(baby) and
school T get
it.

be careful

because the pill doesn’t always

work. I know because it didn't
work for me.

This experience has made me

a more responsible person. I

feel that now I am a woman. If I

could go back to last year, I

would not get pregnant, but I

have no regrets. We love our
baby more than anything in the
world (my boyfriend and D)
because we created him! How
could we fmt love him??? ...
he’s so cute and innocent . . .

Julie:

At first T was shocked. You
always think “It won’t happen
to me'’. I was also scared
because I did not know how
everyone was going to handleit.
But the, I started getting ex-
cited. .
There was never really any
pressure (to have sex), it was
more of a mutual agreement. 1
think I was more curious than
anything. ¢

1 had always planned on
continuing school. There was
never any doubt about that. I
found that it wasn't as hard as I
thought it would be. I was fairly
open about it and people seemed
to accept it. Greg and I did not
get married. We figured that
those were best cir-

we decided to

planning on getting
when we are finan-

'. They have
also made it clear it was my
responsibility.

My parents (especially my
mom) are willing to talk about
sex. but I slwavs feel very
uncomfortable. 1 guess you
never think about your parents
doing things like that. An older

Teenage marriages face
75 percent divorce rate

by Beth Conley

Is getting married young all it's
cracked up to be? If it is, then why
do three out of four marriages end
up in the divorce court?

There are several reasons why
teen marriages do not last. These
include lack of behavioral
maturity, early pregnancies,
financial difficulties as well as the
overemphasis on romantic love
instead of realistic love for the
basis of the relationship, according
to Mr. Ken Kerchkoff, social
studies teacher, who teaches Life
in Families.

He went on to explain that
romantic love reaches a high in-
tensity of emotion that deteriorates
quickly where realistic love is a
more rational feeling, therefore
longer-lasting.

“‘The main reason teens get
married is because of pregnancy,”
said Mr. Kerchkoff. An article in
Seventeen magazine (Feb. 1982) by
Sheila Mary Eby, listed several
other reasons, such as to escape a
troubled home life or to show
maturity.

Still, the divorce rate for teen
marriages is 75 percent. For
adults, one out of every two
marriages end in divorce. Mr.
Kerchkoff said, “If you marry your
high school sweetheart right after
you graduate, you have a 25 per-
cent chance of success. If you wait
four years, until you're 21, the odds
increase 100 percent to 50 per-
cent.”

There are both pros as well as
cons to getting married young.
Alan Berstein, co-director of
Psychological Consultation

narks, and sidewalks, are consic
regulate speech is more limitec
ic forums by opening government-controllec

Missouri

orum because it was an integral part of the

Association in New York and a
clinical instructor of psychiatry at
New York Medical College, talked
about the advantages of early
marriage in an article in Harper’s
Bazaar. He said that there is the
opportunity to influence each
other’s development and share in
major decisions.

However, Mr. Kerchkoff
disagrees. ‘‘There are some
pluses, but in terms of statistics,
they are very fleeting,” he said.

The disadvantages outnumber
the advantages considerably.
Increased housing costs have
made it next to impossible for most
couples to live on their own, forcing
them to live with their families.
Jeanette Ciluffo Brandt, senior,
who got married in November,
lives with her husband in her
parents’ home. “The basement is
completely furnished like an
apartment. It’s just till I get out of
school,” she said.

Mr. Kerchkoff added, ‘It
(marriage) heaps you with
responsibilities that are better
handled later on. They (the
couples) tend to run away from it
(the responsibilities).”

Mr. Berstein concluded, ‘‘People
who marry young may spend the
rest of their lives wondering if they
chose the right partner.”

There are, however, exceptions
to the rule. Dana Poque has been
married for two years. She said the
success of a marriage “‘depends on
how mature you are. I matured a
lot after T got married.”

Teen marriages can beat the
odds. Compromise is the key ac-
cording to Ms. Eby.

ecision: Determined Spectrum was not a public

Runaways and juvenile delinquents

Runaways

by Mary Williams

“My dad wouldn't buy me a pair of Jordache
Jeans. He says they are too expensive. I think I will
runaway!”’

Not a very good excuse for leaving, right?
Unfortunately for some, this is exactly the perfect
excuse for escaping to a life out on their own. It is
estimated, by the FBI, that one million teenagers a
year run away looking for something better.

Most runaways leave for more serious reasons
than a pair of jeans. For example from a Globe-
Democrat Jan 1976 issue, Becky (a fictitious name)
was referred to the Welfare Department by her high
school counselor and placed in a foster home atage 14
because of sexual advances made to her by her
father.

Patty (a fictitious name) ran away after an
argument with her mother in which she (the mother)
shouted in anger, “1 don’t care about you anymore."
Patty recalled, “‘Atthat time, I took it seriously.”

According to Mr. Thomas Bick, guidance
counselor, “More girls run away than boys, usually
because of a restriction or breakdown with
someone.” Other reasons for running away include:
parental neglect, physical and sexual assault,
discipline problems, pregnancy, marriage,
restrictions and failure in school. The average
runaway is 16 years old.

According to Detective Michael Williams of the
St. Louis County Police Department’s Juvenile
Bureau, ‘““About ¢ percent of runaways in the
Hazelwood area leave because of an argument with a
parent. The other 5 percent result from physical
abuse, emotional abuse, restrictions, or divorced
parents living arrangements

According to runaway service organizations
about 35 percent of runaways nationwide leave home
because of incest, 53 percent because of physical
neglect and the res! are throwaways (children kicked
out or simply abandoned by parents who move
away).

Although this is seemingly not a common oc-
currence in Hazelwood, the actual truth is that in
cities as large as St Louis, Chicago and Los Angeles,
runaways are a very common and rapidly growing
problem. “Everyore thinks the grass is greener on
the other side of thefence. It isn’t,” said Mr. Bick.

Once out on (he streets, runaways are easy

marks for gangs, drug pushers, pimps and other
hardened criminals. Some are beaten, raped or
homosexually assaulted or become victims of
suicide.

Without adequate shelter and food, runaways are
exposed to a whole range of medical illnesses, from
respiratory infections to V.D. The use of dangerous
drugs, peity thefts and especially shoplifting are
common to runaways.

Experts offer advice to any person who is
thinking of running away—don't! Seek help to patch
up the cause of this temptation,

Help available for runaways

There are many places a prospective runaway
can go to receive help: runaway hotline; friends or
relatives; and the Police department, Division of
Juvenile Services or the guidance counselor at
school.

School counselors are sometimes thought of as
mediators in problem situations, a job which involves
a large amount of trust.

Mr. Bick said, “*The first priority in a runaway
case is to contact the student and make sure he is
safe.”” Although this is very hard to do, it is usually
achieved through the student’s friends, relatives,
teachers, faculty or parents.

After the student has been contacted, a meeting
is set up between the parents and the student at
school to discuss the problem.

According to Mr. Fred Davis, guidance coun-
selor, “'Through communication with the family
members, we try to discover the hidden real cause of
the problem and correct it. In cases of alcoholism and
child abuse, I try to get them to face the problem and
admit their guilt.”

In addition to these counseling steps, Mr. Bick
said, “I give the student a pamphlet to take home
which is associated with the problem (child abuse), to
place on a bed or someplace where the parent can see
it. It is sort of an eye opener to the parent.”

The steps of counseling change depending on the
case because each situation is different. These steps
are usually continued in cooperation with the family
until it is successful, although Mr. Bick said, “It
usually takes much more than one session.”

Help is also available through court authorities
called Deputy Juvenile Officers (DJO). DJO's are
usually notified of chronic runaway teenagers who
have run away four times within one calendar year.

They are also notified by parents who come in and
report their child as a runaway. Mr. Tom Caruso,
DJO, said, ‘‘Most runaways stay close to home with a
friend or relative, but every once in a while they go
out of state.”

The St. Louis County Police Department comes in
contact with runaways from officers on the street
(beat officers), parents and teachers.

Detective Williams said, “When a runaway goes
out of state, they are automatically put in a computer
teletype system which is relayed state to state. When
a runaway is found, they are returned to their home
state.”

Both DJO's and the police department use
counseling sessions to work out the family problems
which cause the student to runaway. If nothing can be
worked out or the case involves child abuse,
protective action will be taken and a foster home may
be provided. They also may be placed in group homes
such as Marygrove, 2705 Mullanphy Lane, a home for
girls, and Lakeside Center for boys, 13044 Marine
Avenue.

Juvenile Delinquents
by Mary Williams

Juvenile delinquency is another problem
-associated with teenagers. A juvenile delinquent, as
defined by Mr. Roy Wolverton, guidance counselor, is
a child who does not conform to accepted rules or
standards imposed by society. According to Mr.
Wolverton, “They are usually not bad kids. Basically,
wetry tostraighten up their acts.”

Some of the main causes of delinquency are:
neglect, peer pressure, and a poor self image.
According to the Federal Bureau of Investigation in
1980, youths under the age of 18 account for about one
third of all crime nationally. Alse 20 percent of all
those arrested for violent crimes were juveniles.
Juveniles accounted for 9.3 percent of the arrests for
murder, 15.9 percent of the arrests for rape, 31.5
percent of the arrests for robbery, 15.5 percent of the
arrests for aggravated assault and 48 percent of all
those arrested for arson in 1979.

Mr. Davis stated that he has handled cases of
runaways, truancy, arson, narcoties, theft, assault,
extortion, incest, prostitution, runaways, receiving
stolen goods, mental depression and behavioral
disorders. According to Mr. Davis, the possible
symptoms of a problem are depression, divorce,
disease, death and family breakups.

Mrs. Patricia Vawter, guidance counselor, said,
“We help the student by listening—allowing the
young person to talk freely without judgment on the
part of the listener. We help explore possible actions
and their consequences, and make referrals to out-
side agencies able to help on a more professional or
continuing basis.”

Help is sometimes offered through a Deputy
Juvenile Officer (DJO), who checks up on the student
regularly, anywhere from six months to up until they
are 17 years old. According to Mr. Tom Caruso, DJO,
““We exert our energies where ever necessary ac-
cording to the problem.”

Mr. Caruso stated that juveniles can be brought
to juvenile court three ways: by the police depart-
ment, by the student himself or by the parents, with
the charge of incorrigibility (not obeying). *'They are
then processed for foster care and may never see
their parents again.”

The Police Department handles juvenile
delinquents in different ways according to the
seriousness of the crime. These crimes can range
from status offenses such as curfew, incorrigibility,
truancy, and runaways to murder. A status offense is
an offense which is not considered a crime when
committed by an adult.

Detective Williams of the St. Louis County Police
Department said, “Juveniles have certain rights. For
instance, they cannot be questioned without a parent
or guardian present. They are then read their
Maranda rights (you have the right to remain
silent . . .) by a DJO and depending on the crime, the
number of times committed and previous offenses,
they can be tried as an adult if they are (at least) 14
years old. If they are deamed an adult, a juvenile
officer is not appointed and they are tried as an
adult.”

Detective Williams continued, “Either way a
court hearing is set up and if the student is found
guilty, the court provides the appropriate punishment
(such as probation). At age 17 a juvenile's record is
wiped clean, but the court can have jurisdiction until
the age of 21, when juveniles don’t fulfill probation.”

The courts try to help through social workers, the
Division of Family Services, psychiatrists and group
homes such as Marygrove, a home for girls, and
Lakeside Center for Boys of St. Louis. Other services
to help the problems of young people include Youth in
Need, 946-3771, the Youth Emergency Service (YES)
727-6294, and the Runaway Hotline, 1-800-621-4000.
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by Shari Gordon

In the United States one
marriage ends for every two that
begin. The North County per-
centage of divorce is three
marriages end out of four
marriages that start.

There are more than two central
characters in the painful drama of
divorce. Children of divorced
parents, literally million os them,
are torn by the end of their parents’
marriage.

“In the beginning |
thought | caused the
problem, but now /|

realize it wasn't
me.”

What causes divorce? According
to Mr. Ken Kerkhoff, social studies
teacher some of the causes are:

» Poor dating habits that lead to
marriage.

* Not enough variables in
common.

* Lack { communication.

* Lack of desire or effort to make
the relationship work.

Figures aren’t the whole story.
The fact is that divorce has a
psychological and sociological
change on the child.

One junior commented on how
the diverce occurred, “My dad
dian't make any money, so my
mother divorced him.”

“‘My father was an alcoholic and
he always came home drunk and

School’'s Arguments

Spectrum was not a public forum

are common occurences in large cities Divorce’s impact on kids
may have lifelong effect

my mom really couldn't stand it
any longer," said another junior.

Diana Herbert, freshman, said
“My dad wasn't spending enough
time with my mom. my sister and
I. He was always out of town on
business or out late playing cards
with the guys. My parents alway
argued about everything.”

“In the beginning I thought I
caused the problem. but now I
realize it wasn’t me,” added
Diana.

“l was only five when my
parents got divorced,” said Susan
Kiefer, junior. I didn't quite
understand what the divorce
between my parents really meant
until about the age of seven. I
understood that divorce meant my
mother and father wouldn't be
together again.”

*“It stinks!"" excalimed Jill Viola,
junior. “They can, afterwards,
remarry and start their lives over
again, but their kids will always be
caught in between.”

Out of the 25 students interviewe
17 { them have parents that have
remarried.

The feelings of divorce affects
the kids for the rest of their lives,
according to Mr. Kerckhoff. The
effects of divorce on the kids lead
to the following:

« Higher not of absenteeism in
school.

* Higher rate of trouble with
school, officials and police.

= Higher rate of depression and
insecurity.

* Run a higher risk of divoree
themselves.

All of these are the latest fin-
dings in reseach on single parent
homes.

In places like
oublic forums, the
Jnication.

Journalism Il was a graded part of the
school curriculum and Spectrum was the
“laboratory” exercise

Regulation was at the discretion of the

journalism advisor and principal

Publication of those topics would cause a
significant disruption to the learning
environment

The articles didn’t protect the students’
right to privacy

Disagreeing with the
District Court’s opinion and
seeking justice, the
students petitioned
to be heard by the Eighth

Circuit Court of Appeals.




