Injustice in Motion

Mitsuye Endo & Family

Mitsuye Endo was a young Japanese-American woman born to
Japanese immigrants Jinshiro and Shima Endo. The second oldest of
four children, Ms. Endo was born on May 10, 1920. She was a second-
generation Japanese-American, also known as a Nisel. She lived In
Sacramento’s Japantown, where her father worked at a grocery store.
Ms. Endo’s family was Christian, and her brother served in the military.
After high school, Ms. Endo worked as a typist in the California
IS \\‘ /’[/f Department of Motor Vehicles. Her family, like many other Japanese-
American families, faced significant discrimination and hardship during
this period.
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came, forcing her to leave her job. Ms. Endo and

63 other fired employees worked with the First Stop: The Assembly Center

Japanese American Citizens League (JACL) and
attorney James C. Purcell to pursue a case of In May 1942, following Executive Order 9066, Mitsuye

wrongful termination. Endo and her family were forcibly removed from their
home and sent to the Walerga Assembly Center
_ — . (depicted above). Assembly centers like Walerga were
| temporary and built hastily. This was the first step
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o | before relocation to the more permanent and remote
N SRR LI Incarceration camps. The Endos and other Japanese-
L M LY American families were packed into buses and allowed
Migs Mituye Endo - T | | only one suitcase for all of their belongings. They had to
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Sacrenextc, California | - sell everything else for cents on the dollar or, if they
TR - | were lucky, have friends preserve their itemes.

Effective immediately and upon receipt
"hereof, you are rejected and dismissed from your
position in the state civll service 1n accordance
with Section 122 of the State Civil Service Act
- felating to dismissal of probationary employees.

This action is belng taken for the good
of the publie service since there is a general lack
of confldence on thHe part of the publiec and state
employees in the loyalty of persons of Japanese
ancestry, which general lack of confldence has
adversely affected and lowered the quality of work
and morale of many employees assoclated with you
in the state c¢ivil service.' This action 1s further
taken as a necessary means of safeguarding the public
and its property during the present war and for the

“It is my conclusion that said order, discriminating
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Enclosure

State Personnel Board suspension letter to Mitsuye Endo.
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