The Federal Courts

ARTICLE 3 SECTION 1

The Judicial Power of the United States, shall be vested in one supreme Court, and in such inferior Courts as the Congress may from time to
time ordain and establish. The Judges, both of the supreme and inferior Courts, shall hold their Offices during good Behaviour, and shall, as stated
Times, receive for their services, a Compensation, which shall not be diminished during their Continuance in Office. - U.S. Constitution

Examining: State vs. TYPES OF CASES JURISDICTION
Fedel’al COU I‘tS Original Jurisdiction:

The authority of a court to hear a case for the first
time. Commonly, original jurisdiction is given to
lower trial courts.

Appellate Jurisdiction:

The authority of a court to review a case that has
already been heard and decided upon by a lower
court. Most cases the U.S. Courts of Appeals and
the Supreme Court hear are appellate. Higher
courts often determine if the lower court applied
the law correctly.

UNITED STATES COURTS OF APPEAL (13)

Ty z i The U.S. Courts of Appeals are the intermediate appellate courts that review appeals from cases
Exa m Ining. G r_a nti n_g that have already been heard and ruled on in U.S. District Courts. Made up of 13 circuits (12
a ert Of Ce rtiorari territorial and one federal), these courts routinely handle more than 50,000 cases yearly. The

11th Circuit serves the people of Alabama, Georgia, and Florida.

These cases are not retried with new evidence; instead, they rely on court transcripts and
previous evidence to evaluate the lower court ruling. Most appellate decisions are final and
binding on lower courts within the same circuit. Circuit court judges sit in a three-judge panel to
hear cases and determine if the lower court applied the law correctly.

The like all federal judges, Court of Appeals judges are appointed by the President and approved
by the Senate. Around 10% of Appellate decisions are appealed to the U.S. Supreme Court. The
Supreme Court hears oral arguments and takes fewer than 100 cases every year.

e LT TLEN O Ty
‘ ¥ et LT
Jl. f il 1

CREATED BY THE 2025 “SUPREME COURT AND MY HOMETOWN” STUDENTS

Joy Ahn, Bryce Anderson, Jayden Barnes, Raima Jerin, Sullivan Murphy, Hannah Grace Zaworski

Program sponsored by the Supreme Court Historical Society, Judge Frank M. Johnson, L = _,m;_; ;,HM -

JOHNSON, IR, INSTITUTE

Jr. Institute, and the United States District Court for the Middle District of Alabama




