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The V ietnam War  was  supposed to  be  a  br ie f  conf l ic t  to  combat
the  growing in f luence  of  communism in  As ia  w i th  min imal  U .S .
mi l i ta ry  invo lvement .  As  the  war  cont inued,  however ,  Pres ident
Lyndon B .  Johnson sent  in  more  t roops .  Johnson fo l lowed the
“d o m i n o  t h e o r y ,”  s ta t ing  that  i f  one  nat ion  fe l l  to  communism,
more  would  fo l low.  

The  V ietnam War  was  the  f i r s t  te lev ised  war ,  wh ich  a l lowed
ci t i zens  to  see  the  rea l i ty  o f  war  and v io lence .  Many spoke  out
aga inst  the  war ,  inc lud ing  Mart in  Luther  K ing  Jr .  and reporter
Wal ter  Cronk i te .  As  more  Amer icans  were  dra f ted  and the  death
to l l  increased,  protests  and hat red  erupted throughout  the
country ,  inc lud ing  the  IU  protests  o f  1970.

Gregory Hess, a student at Indiana University at Bloomington, was
involved in the protest. He was protesting in the street and stepped onto
the curb as authorities began to clear the street. Hess loudly said,

“We’ll  take the f* *king street  
later (or again)”
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Ind iana  Un ivers i ty  a t  B loomington s tudents  demanded that  the  un ivers i ty ’ s
Pres ident  Joseph Sut ton  renounce Pres ident  N ixon’s  po l icy  in  Southeast  As ia ,
and support  the  immediate  wi thdrawal  o f  U .S .  t roops  f rom the  V ietnam reg ion .
When these  demands  were  not  met ,  s tudents  took  the i r  protest  to  the  s t reets .

A P R I L  3 0 ,  1 9 7 0  About  1500  IU  s tudents  peacefu l ly  protested  by
march ing to  the  cour thouse  square .  
M A Y  3  t o  7  S tudent  body pres idents  across  the  count ry  ca l led  for  a
“Student  St r i ke . ”  Thousands  of  s tudents  marched on  the  IU  campus .
M A Y  1 1  17,450  s tudents  voted on  re ferenda re lated to  the  war
inc lud ing the  cance l lat ion  of  c lasses .  However ,  Pres ident  Sut ton
refused to  cance l  c lasses .
M A Y  1 2  The  s tudent  body government  announced i t  would  no  longer
moni tor  s tudent  protests  on  campus .
M A Y  1 3  Over  600  s tudents  gathered at  Bryan Hal l ,  Ind iana Univers i ty ,
and b locked the  ent rances  to  the  admin is t rat ion  bu i ld ing  and the
st reet .  Monroe  County ’s  sher i f f ' s  department  ar res ted  8  s tudents ,
inc lud ing Gregory  Hess .
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Sheriff Clifford “Babe” Thrasher, who was standing nearby, immediately
arrested Hess. 8 students were arrested that day and held in a holding cell
at the Monroe County Jail before being bailed out by IU faculty members.
Gregory Hess was the only student who was formally charged and tried.

The Bloomington City deputy prosecutor charged Hess with
misdemeanor disorderly conduct for acting in a loud, boisterous, and
disorderly manner in violation of the Indiana Disorderly Conduct Statute.
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